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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---
BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.,

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LLC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.,
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.,
Consolidated Defendants.

**CONFIDENTIAL**

VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF STEVE SAROWITZ
Los Angeles, California
Friday, October 3, 2025

Stenographically Reported by: Ashley Soevyn,
CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019

Veritext Lega Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400
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Q Fair enough.

But I will preface my line of questions
here with, I am not asking you, and I do not intend
to ask you, about the content of your communications
with your attorneys. So I'm trying to figure out
how you've communicated.

When were you -- when do you recall using
Signal for the first time?

MS. GAROFALO: Objection. With respect
to this case or any --

MR. GOTTLIEB: At all.

MS. GAROFALO: Okay.

THE WITNESS: I don't recall.

BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
Q When do you recall using Signal for the

first time with respect to the film It Ends with Us?

A I don't recall.

Q Were you using Signal to communicate
about It Ends with Us in -- at any point in 20237

A No.

Q Were you using Signal to communicate

about It Ends with Us at any point between
January 1, 2024 and August 1, 20247
A I don't believe so.

Q It's possible, but you don't believe so?

Veritext Lega Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400
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I think the answer is no.
Okay. But you're not certain?

Fairly certain the answer is no.

o » 0 P

Okay.
Now, August of 2024, did you have any
Signal communications about -- that had anything to
do with the film It Ends with Us in August of 2024°?
A No.
Q When do you believe the first moment in
time was that you had a Signal communication with
anyone that related in any respect to the film

It Ends with Us?

A I don't recall.

Q But you think it was not in August?
A Correct.

Q September?

A No.

Q So if you know it wasn't during those

times, what is it that you have in your mind about
when you think the first moment might have been when
you begin to have Signal communications about the
film?

A Can you be more specific?

Q I'm trying to understand what is in your

head. You seem to be very clear that you didn't

Veritext Lega Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400
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have Signal communications. I think we're up to
September now. At what point in time do you recall
having Signal communications that had anything to do
with the film It Ends with Us?

A I don't recall the exact first time I
used Signal.

Q Okay. At any point in time did you have
an understanding for any of your communications
relating -- on Signal -- for any of your
communications on Signal that had anything to do
with the film It Ends with Us, did you have an

understanding of what the retention policy --

A I'm sorry.
Q Yes.
A I'm sorry. Hold on for one second.

THE WITNESS: Are you okay, Ellen?

MS. GAROFALO: Ask the question again, if
you don't mind.

THE WITNESS: Sorry about that.

MR. GOTTLIEB: It's okay.
BY MR. GOTTLIEB:

Q At any point in time, have you had an

understanding of the retention policy on any
messaging communications that you've had relating to

the film It Ends with Us that has been on Signal?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---
BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LLC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.

**CONFIDENTIAL**

VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JENNIFER ABEL
Los Angeles, California
Friday, September 26, 2025
Stenographically Reported by: Ashley Soevyn,
CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019

Veritext Lega Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400
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your belief that that person could bury Ms. Lively?
MR. FREEDMAN: Objection.
THE WITNESS: No.

BY MR. GOTTLIEB:

Q You sure?
A Yes.
Q Ms. Abel, yesterday you testified that in

some point in August of 2017, you were added to a
Signal chain; is that right?
A Sorry. What was the date?
Q At some point in -- did I say 20172
THE STENOGRAPHIC REPORTER: Yeah.
BY MR. GOTTLIEB:

0 In August of 2024, you were added to a
Signal chain with a few people; is that right?

A I believe I testified that I think I was,
around that time frame. I don't think there was any
content in that text chain.

Q Okay. And who was -- hold on just a
second.

Who was -- who was on that text chain to
the best of your recollection?

A I believe it was -- I would have to --
I'd have to go back and refresh my memory.

Q Okay. You're not sure as you sit here

Veritext Lega Solutions
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will invade the attorney-client privilege. So even
if you're going to say yes to that, that's going to
invade the attorney-client privilege. So you're not
going to -- I'm going to instruct her not to answer.

MR. GOTTLIEB: About the simple fact of
whether she knew she was required to preserve
documents?

MR. FREEDMAN: Yeah, because the simple
fact is revealing the actual privileged
communication.

MR. GOTTLIEB: Okay.

BY MR. GOTTLIEB:

Q So are you going to follow your counsel's
instruction?

A Yes, I'm going to follow my counsel's
instruction.

0 Okay.

Other than the Signal thread that you --
that we talked about earlier in August, between
August and December of 2024, can you think of any
other Signal thread or Signal communications that
you sent or received to anyone about anything?

A Not that I can recall, no.
Q Okay. Have you had Signal communications

since December of 20247

Veritext Lega Solutions
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---
BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LLC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.

**CONFIDENTIALX**

VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF MELISSA NATHAN
Los Angeles, California
Monday, September 29, 2025

Stenographically Reported by: Ashley Soevyn,
CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019

Veritext Lega Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400
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0 You don't know, as you sit here today,
whether you sent or received a single message on
Signal in August of 2024 relating to this -- this
matter?

A I don't know.

Q You used Signal when you communicate with
Jed Wallace; is that right?

A Amongst other things, yes.

Q What other things?

A Telephone.

Q What else?

A Text.

Q What else?

A Email.

Q What else?

A To the best of my knowledge, that's it.

0 Voice memos?

A I don't send voice memos.

Q Have you received voice memos from
Mr. Wallace?

A Yes.

Q Do any of those voice memos have an auto
delete function attached to them?

A I'm not sure.

Q Do you have any understanding of what the

212-267-6868

Veritext Lega Solutions
WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400
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auto deleted function was set to on your Signal
threads, what your, sort of, standard is that you
use?

MR. FREEDMAN: Objection.

THE WITNESS: On which particular thread?
You have to be more specific.
BY MR. GOTTLIEB:

Q Well, you don't have a recollection of
when you started using Signal for the Wayfarer
parties, right?

A No.

Q I'm trying to just ask you generally
because you don't have that recollection --

A Uh-huh.

Q -- if you know -- generally speaking, if
you have a typical period of time that you use for
your client work when you're using a Signal thread?

A I do not know.

Q How about with Mr. Freedman; you are on
Signal threads with him?

A I am.

Q And what is the typical deletion time
that you have set for your communications with him?

A I'm not sure.

0 Is it more than a week?

Veritext Lega Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400
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right?

A

Page 53

I'm not sure.
Do you have a guess?

I don't have a guess.

But there is a deletion function set,

Well, it depends on which conversation

you're speaking about.

Q

Okay. Do you use any other messaging

apps other than Signal and text and email?

A

I do have WhatsApp on my phone, but I

barely use it.

Q

Did you ever use WhatsApp for anything

connected to the issues in this case?

A

o P O P 0O P O

A

something there, please let me know because I don't

Not to my knowledge.

Okay. Any other messaging apps?
On this case?

Uh-huh.

No.

Do you ever use Telegram?

For this case?

For this case.

Not to my knowledge. And if there

really use it.

Q

What about Proton Mail? Do you ever use

is

212-267-6868

Veritext Lega Solutions
WWw.veritext.com

516-608-2400
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** C ONF I DENTTIA AL **

* CONTAINS ATTORNEYS' EYES ONLY MATERIAL *
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

Case No. 1:24-CV-10049-LJL

(Consolidated with 1:25-¢cv-00449-LJL)

BLAKE LIVELY,

Plaintiff,

- against -

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, a Delaware
Limited Liability Company, JUSTIN
BALDONI, an individual, JAMEY HEATH, an
individual, STEVE SAROWITZ, an individual,
IT ENDS WITH US MOVIE LLC, a California
Limited Liability Company, MELISSA
NATHAN, an individual, THE AGENCY
GROUP PR LLC, a Delaware Limited Liability
Company, JENNIFER ABEL, an individual,
JED WALLACE, an indiwvidual, and STREET
RELATIONS INC., a California Corporation,

Defendants.

(Caption continued)
September 5, 2025
9:10 a.m.

Videotaped Deposition of KATHERINE
CASE, taken by Plaintiff, pursuant to
Subpoena, held at the offices of Willkie
Farr & Gallagher LLP, 787 Seventh Avenue,
New York, New York, before Todd DeSimone, a
Registered Professional Reporter and Notary
Public of the State of New York.

Veritext Legal Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400
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K. CASE - CONFIDENTIAL

A. I had never been on a call with
a psychic before.

Q. Was it unusual to you?

A. In my workday, it was unusual
comparatively to most client calls.

Q. It was unusual to you, correct?

A. In the scope of most client
calls, yes.

Q. What about just generally, was
it unusual?

A. I don't --

Q. What was the psychic's name?

A. I don't remember.

Q. Was it a male?

A. It was.

Q. How would individuals at TAG

communicate with each other when working on
this account?
A. Primarily text.
iMessage?
Yes.
Signal?®?

Not really, no.

o P 10 P 0

Sometimes?®?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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K. CASE - CONFIDENTIAL
A. At times.
Q. When would TAG individuals use
Signal in lieu of iMessage?
A. If we would -- i1f we would

speak with Jed, it was primarily over

Signal.

Q. And why was that?

A. I'm not sure.

Q. Was that at Jed's request?

A. No.

Q. Who suggested that you use
Signal?®

A. It was just the form of

communication that was used.
Q. Do you recall the first time

you communicated with Jed on Signal?

A. Not by date specifically, no.
Q. Did he text you on Signal?®?
A. Not individually, but as it

related to communications.

Q. Did you have a Signal account
prior to working at TAG?

A. I believe so, yes.

Q. And did you communicate on it

Veritext Lega Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400




Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL  Document 1477-4  Filed 10/07/26  Page 51 of 122



Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL  Document 1477-4  Filed 10/07/26 Page 52 of 122

EXHIBIT 55



Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL  Document 1477-4  Filed 10/07/26  Page 53 of 122



; Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL  Document 1477-4  Filed 10/07/26  Page 54 of 122
Dovusign Ervelops 13 SIFBOEEE.S152-$808 A3 21407680108

Waviarer Stadics LLC
Justin Baldom
Jamey Heath
Steve Sarowil
Melissa Mathan
The Agepey Group PR LLL
Jepmifer Absd
WA Conmmcations, LLC
Jed Wallage
Steget Belabions, Ine
RE: Hourly Fee dgreement for Legal Rervices
December 24, 2024
Page 2

repregent Clients and therefore is nndey no obligation to render any legal services on Clisnts” bebalf
wntil after the effective date of this Agreement.

The lepal services 1 be provided by LFTC to Clients vader this Agreement are as follows: LFTC
will represent Clients in connectiog with thetr dispute with Bleke Lively and related parties,
mdwﬁzzm withont limitation, Stephanie Jones and fongsworks, LLC (referved o as “the watter”

the case™ ) We have st bee retained to represent Chents generally, or in connection with suy
mém watter, at Hus time. However, the general terms of this Agreement will also spply to any
other fufure matters onowhich LFTC i asked to and agress to represent vou, i the event there is
no finther engagement agreement.

This svope of legal services does netinclude LFTC providiog any tax advice, Documents prepared
by LFTC may bave specific tax ramifications. To be sure Clients understand s}l potential tax
consequences, Clents should consult with Clients” tax advisors regarding any issue wvolving
taxes and taxahon.

The scope of servives also does not include LFTC dolng mswrance tenders or providing nsurance
coverage advice. Clients may possess iusursnce policies which provide Clients with Sirst or third
party coverage redated to this matter. It s Clients” respomsibility o locate any and ol insurance
policies which might apply to tlus matter, and to effecthiate all necessary tenders and votifications
tor the applicabe wsurers. Though LFTC Is not coverage vonnsel and cannot provide coverage
advice to Chisuts, so thet LFTC s aware of the status, please provide LFTD with any and sll
poliwies and copies of tenders/notifications. Please note that policies somwetimes have laguape
which conditions voverage on prowpt reporting of clatms with specific information i a speeifie
smpner. Cheots” wwsurance brokey and/or coverage counsel may be able to assist vath any questions
{lients have perfaining to msmance coverage,

4. CLIENTS DIUTIES:

Chents agree to be trathful with LFTC and will not withhold any information: will cooperate with
LETC, will keep LFTC reasonably nformed of developments which wmay vome to Clienty’
attention, wolading receipt of any notices oy docwments relating 1o this matter from others; will
supply LFTC with all information requested by LFTC, and will supply LFTC with any changes of

CONFIDENTIAL ABEL_000021589
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Wayfarer Studios LLC
Justin Baldon
Jamey Heath
Steve Sarowily
Metissa Nathan
The Agency Group PR LLC
Jenmifer Abel
BW A Conununieations, LLC
Jed Wallace
Street Relations, fnc.
RE: Hourly Fee Agreement for Legal Services
December 24, 2024
Page 3

Clients” addresses, telephone sumbers, facxnmle nombers. and wheresbouwts, Clients will assist
LFTC by timely providing information and docwments. Clients agree to appear at all legal
proceedings when LFTC dees it necessary, and geaerally to cooperate fully with LFTC i all
watiers related to the preparation and presentation of Clients’ claims and defenses.

5. LEGAL FEES: CHARGING LIEN:

Obligoy, on behalf of Clients, agyees to pay LFTC by the howr at LFTC s rates as set forth below
for all time spent on Clients' matter by LFTC attormeys and legal personnel. Current hourly rates
for legal personnel are as follows:

Sewmor Pastners
Partners
Associates
Paralegals

{aw clerks

Any vecessary tavel on this matter will be billed at the full bowly rate for the alomev(s)
travelling.

LETC from fime to time will make reasonable adjustiments to the rates under this Agreement, and
Clients and Obligor agree to same. Clients and Obligor will be informed of such reasonable rate
geveases 13 LFTCs billing statements, which will yeflect the rate increases. In the event Clients
and/or Obligor have any questions or concerns regarding said increases, Clients and/or Obligor are
urged to reach out to LETC upon receipt of LFTC s billing statement.

Clients and Obligor acknowledge and agree that LFTC bas a charging len on any and all clatms,
recovery, payments that are the subject of LFTC's representation under this Agresment.
Attomey's lien will be for any sums owing to LFTC for any and all vosts, expenses, and fees. The
len will atlach to any recovery Clients may obtain, whether by adutration award, judgment,
seftlement, sanctions, fer award, cost award, or otherwise. An offect of such a lien 13 that LFT
can compel paviment of outstanding fees and costs from any such recovery. Because a lien may
affect Clients” property rights, Clients are advised to and may seek fhe advice of an independent
lawyer of Clients” own choice before agreeing to such a lien. CUlients represent and agree that

CONFIDENTIAL ABEL_000021590
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Chents have had a reasounable opportunity fo consult sueh an independent lovwyer and prise o
agresing to thas charging Hen and all teruws of this Agresment,

6. NEGOTIABILITY OF LEGAL FEES:

Clients nudevstand that the rates set forth above are not set by law, but are pegotinble between
LFTE and CThents,

7.

In the couse of Chents” matter, 1 will be necessmy o owr varions costs and sxpenses, ag
deseribed in the next paragraph. Clisnts authonze LFTC, o its dincestion, to ineur these costs and
expenses, inchuding the costs of lnvestigators, consultants and expert silneszes who are nevessary
for the advancement of Clients” matter, in LFTCs judgent. LFTC o its diseretion, way pay any
such costs and expenses and bill Chents for the sae. Clients agree 1o reimburse such vosts and
sxpenses witlun 30 davs of receipt of the mvorce for the same. I Clients have any questions
reparding such mvoices, oy disputes any aspeet of sand invoices, Chents wust sonfy LFTC within
the same 30 davs to discuss the same,

LEFTC may alse, in s discretion, send bills for costs and expenses dirsctly to Obligor and Clients
for payment, Oblipor and Chienty agree 1o pay the same within 30 days receipt of the jnvoice for
the smne, nnless o thivd- party invoiee requires payment sooner than 30 days, in which vase Obligor
and Clients agres o pay 1n aconvdance with the thaed-party terms.

In addition o investigators, consulfants and expert witnesses, costs and expenses conunonly
mehude court filing fees, jury fees, sevvics of process charges, vourt aud deposition reporters’ fees,
interpreter/translator fees, onlside photocopyving and repro@uction costs, messenger fees, service
of process fees, notary fees, tial techuology fees, mock jury toial fees, witness fees, parkiug costy,
travel and hotel costs. weal costs, discovery referee costs, special waster couts, subross costs,
mediation costs, and arbitration costs.

Cbhigor and Clivuts also understand and agres that LFTC may provide cerfain services in-house at
LEFTC, and Obligor asd Cheots agree to pay reasonable charges for the same. These in-house vosts
include long distance telephone churges, computerized commnnnication systems, individhal file
management aod storage, postage, wrhouse copies, m-bouse scanning, vehonse mwessenger
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services, secretanal overhme, computerized research. and other services. LFTC will chiarge the
following w-house costs as follows: {1) mileage - IRS Standard Mileage Rate: (2) in-house
printing, photocopying. and scanning « $.20/page cents per page: (3} facsumile charges - $.20/page
cents per page; and {4) postage ~ the swount charged by the carner. For all other in-house costs,
Obligor and Clients will be billed commensurate with LFTC s cost. If Obligor and/or Clients have
any questions regardmng in-house costs and expenses, or charges for the same, Obligor andlor
Chents are wiged to reach out to LETC at any e regarding the same.

Obligor, on behalf of Clients, agrees to advance a retainer of - for the professional services
LFTC will provide to Clients before LFTU begins any work on this matter, Advance retainers are
not infended to reflect the overall fees or costs for this matter, nor do they reflect the budget for
any specific tine frame o task. The entive amount of your retainer will be placed in LFTCs Client
sl account,

LFTU requures Obligor, on behalf of Clieas, to mamtain 3 muninnm balance of -m the
Chents” trust account.  If the balance in the trust account falls below that amount, LFTC will
request, and Obligor agress to provide, the additional retainer amount necessary to bring the total
io_if Obligor and/or Clients do sot matntain this minimun balance in the trust account,
LETC veserves the right to withdraw from the representation, and Chients agree to such withdrawal,

By way of Chients' signature on this Agreement. Clients agree that the amount of each bill is fixed
as soon as 1 is 1ssued to Clients, and Clients authorizes LFTC to antomatically withdraw the entire
amonnt of each monthly bill, mcluding all costs LFTC has advanced on Clients” behalf and fees,
from the LFTC Client trust account, in payment to LFTC for those services already vendered.

In the event that the matter becomes very active, LEFTC may require a larger refamer, which
Obligor, on behalf of Clients, agrees to pay upon ten {10} days written request. When the patter
1s conchuded, LFTC will refund Obligor and/or Chients any amonuts remaining i the trust account,
after all fees and costs have been paid,

With regard to matters in litigation or arbitvation, a pretrinl retainer is required af least one
hundred and eighty (180) days prior 1o the originally scheduled trial date, and Clients agree to
pay the same. The retaner will be in the amount estunated to prepare for frial, and try the case,
and will be presented 1o Clients at least ten {10) days before the due date. The entire mount of
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due. If a refund 15 due at the concluston of the representation, the refund will be paid to the person
or entity who paid the fees and couts

Qi‘»izgm farther agrees that 3t will mi wterfere with the atkwney-client relationship or LFTCs
gxercise of independeat professioual judgusent on belnlf of auy other Client, In furtherance of the
mdependent natge of e attorney-client relationship, Obligor scknewledges that # has no sight ©
direct LFTC s handling of any other Chent’s matter.

. BILLING:

LFTCs statexnents for fees, costs and other firm charges generally will be prepared and mailed
either electromically or via U8, Mail, and are due upon receipl. g‘}ézizgoa amd Clieuts each agreg,
severally, to pay sucl statements in full upon receipt. Obligor and Clients agree to prowmpily teview
all bulls sendered by LFTC aud to promptly conmnunicate any obiections, questions, o conrers
about their contents and any clisrges. Obligor awd Clients hereby acknowledge and apree that the
staternents, which my inchude details regarding their representation will be provided to Obliger
and Clients for payment.

i1

Clients understand that f Clients” case proveeds o court acton or arbiteation and Clients lose 3
motion or the case entively, or is not the prevailing party, the court may award attoraey’s fees and
costs against Clisnts. Payment of such attorey™s fres and costs will be the sole responsibility of
Chents.

Clients agree that any award of fees and costs that may be awarded as any type of sanction relatesd
to discovery or otherwise shall belong exclusively to LFTC. Such awards shall be applied 1o
cutstanding oy fafire tovoices consistent with the charging lien stated above,

The court may sxsess monelary sanchions (ncloding sttorney's fees and vosts) againss Clionsy for

discovery violatioes, bad faith conduct, inappropriste vouduct, sud otherwise. Any such sward
will be entirely the vesponsibility of Clients.
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13 FILE POLICY:

LFTC mmintains Clients” files electronienlly and Clients agree 1o the same. LFTC may delete or
destroy all files 120 days after the wm%mzma of represeptation, without ferther notification to
Chents, and Clients awee 1o the same. I Clients desire oy file wmaterials at the ewd of
representation, Ulients mwst make a prospt written request of L FTC for the sate.

14, MOGUAHAMITEES AS TO BESTY T

Nothing in dus Agresment and pothing w LFTC s statements 1o Clients will be construed as a
promise or guarsutes about the matter oy outeomse of the represeutation. LFTC makes no such
g:smmégm or guarantees, LFTO s comments about the oulvose of the matter are expressions of
opinion only, are peither promises por pusvantees, and will oot be conshued a3 pronises ox
guarantees.

1% MEDIATION AND CONFIDENTIALITY:

With any dizpute, there is a possibility te wmatter may go into medistion, sud Attormeys will serve
ax Chients” vounsel in that process. California Evidence Code section 1119 provides that anytlung
that ocours i the mediation process is madumissible sud not subject 1o discovery. Thevefore, shoudd
&‘i‘im‘mﬁ?*« mg&mm@% { Emm n gaw&;?&wn, i%ze events, mg;m:& mmiwes ;»rami {iimmémm Ee:miiw, s

sl zwquem s%gsg};% md%sz’izm 23'{3‘%‘ m% §3zz&;¥z«;~ § s, sy foe x‘?i%@%%? & ancdior §gg,:3§ zmiprs actice c}'»;mzw
between Chents snd LFTC, or Chents and others., ﬁ@ stgmng below Clients confinms CHenty

saderstanding of the striet and widisputable confidentinlity of mediation and fhe potential anpact
it condd have on any fulre dispote between Clients and LFTC inchuding, but pot limited to, the
potentid prechsion of & legad malpractice i, LFTC wrges Clients 1o consult with independent
comnsel regading mediaton confidentiality and the boplications of it before sipning Hus
Agreement. With this understanding, Chents consent o LFTC yepresenting Chents i this mater
and representing Chents in the context of mediation. I Clients have any questions about this issue,
please contact LFTO at any tune,

16, AUTHORITY AND APPLICATION OF PRIVILEGE:

Clients bereby authorizes and tustroets LFTU with regard to the following persous:
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5

Chients hereby tustruet LFTC to work with Chent Representatives on ts matter, and specifically
authorize LETC o {a) report any and all developments 1o Clisnt Representatives, mcluding all
vonfidential deve ia}_gmm‘%a {by steategize with Client Represeutatives regarding the matter {0
share privileged and confidential nfoomation with Client Bepresentatives, {d) eugage in
copmnunaions, weluding confidential communications with Client Represemiatives withow
Clents as part of those commmunications; and {g) accept and exevuts upon any and all insfructions
from Chent Bepresentatives. Chents agree to wform Client Representatives that they are not
sepresented by LETC, and that LETCs only attoraey-client ga,ia‘éwmiﬁp in thus matier s with
Clients.

LFTC and Clisuts hereby apres that Client Bepresentatives serve m that capacity aud have the
seferenced involvement in the matter for the purpose of firthering Clients” interests in the matter.
LEFTE and Chents furthey agree that discussion of conBidential information with, and disclosues of
confidential wlonmation to, Chient Representatives is necvssary to accomphisl the purpose for
which LFTC 1 consulted. Avcordingly, communivations with Chent Representative are protected
by Evidence Code section 852, et seq., as well as principles of confidentiality m the attorney-client
relationship.

Chients wall wlorm LFTC of the addinonal of any Clieat Represstatives. Chents will nform

LFTC of the removal of any Client Representatives. Upon lemning of the name of new Chent
Representatives, LFTU will smsnd thids section voder » separate wnting fo Chients,

17, LITIGATION HOLD (FOR LITIGATION AND PRE-LITIGATION MATIERS)

Pursaant 1o both Federal apd California Law, Clients are obligated to identify and preserve
msterials that may relate to the case. This is known as a ltigation hold. Where parties il 1o meet
thew preservation obligations, Cowrts have buposed significant sanctions. As soon as Hfigation can
be reasooably antiopated, parties o thet bhigation, topsther with thelr emplovees, offivers,
mrnbers, apents, e1c. bave a legal duty 1o preserve all materials that relate, dizeetly or indirectly,
fo the onderlying dispute betwesn or mmoog the parties and luclode both taditions! papsr
documents and Electromieally Stored Indonmation (VESTL EST moludes, but iz not Honted to, e
mail messages and atnchwents, text messages, word processing documents, spreadshests,
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datebases, calendnr suties, computer drawings. or suy other docwnents or files created or stoved
on your computer sysiems. The pressrvation nuest be sufficient 1o prevent destruction or alteration,
icheding vmntaining the wegnty of all documents, dats, and tangble things. The duty 10 preserve
extends to watenals m vow possession, custody, or control, which would include relevant material
that resides with au s genit o thusdeparty. ¥ While complying with tus Btigation bold is and must be
kept Chents’ obligation (sinee, smong other factors, we do not have control of vour docuents or
data}, Clients are free to reach out 1o our teasm to ask questions that may help you facilitate Clients”
mrtered Preservation processes.

fn the event of & dispute ansing out of or relating to this Apresaent, weluding, but not lmited 1o,
apy aud all clatus pedaming to welpractice and breach of Oduciary duty, the Parties (LFTC,
Chents aud Obligor) hereby agree to mediate the dispute in good faith, Thersatter, if the dupute
rematny woaresolved, any dispute betwesa Chients or Obligor or both and LFTC {nchuling, withowt
lnngation, any of LFTC's wmdivadual attorneys) shall be subject 1o binding sebiration. All
guestions regarding the arbitrability of the dipute, neluding whether the Parties have agreed fo
artatyate the dispate, shall be decided by the arbirator and sard sebitration. By agresing to whitrate,
all Purtiey are agreeing to pay an equal portion of the abitrators fees and to beay their own
attoraey’s fees in counection with any mbitration hereunder. Such arbitration shatl be conducted
i accordance with the mles of the Judivial Arbitration and Medistion Services {IAMSY, Los
Angeles. The arbitrator will be selected 1 accordance with the procedures of the Dulicial
m.&;iwwﬁ and Mediation Services (JAME}, Los Angeles for svbitrator selection.

The arbitration shadl be conducted tn avcovdanes with the Californua Arbitration Aot Code of O
Provedure svotion 1283.058 3 mmzpm’%i&i wite, and is made part of, this agresment o abitiate,
and shiall apply accordingly. As set forth m Code of Civil Procedure section 1283.03, “the parties
to the arbitration shall bave the nght to take depositions sod to obtain disvovery regarding the
subject matter of the arbitration, and, fo that end, to use and exercize all of the sae z;gm&
vemedios, and procedores, and be subject 1o all of the sawne duties, liabilities, snd obligations in
the arbatration with respeet to the subject matier thereof, us provided w Chapter 2 {commencing
with Section 1985) of Title 3 of Part 4, snd in Title 4 {conpnenving with Section 2016.010) of Part
4, as if the subject matter of the arbitration were pending before a superior court of [Califorial in
a ehvil action other than a linited civil case, subiect to the Homitations a3 1o depositions set forth in
subdivision {e) of this section”
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The Parties wodersiand that by subuuthing thetr dispute fo arbitzation, they are waiving thew nght
o @ pry toiad The srhitrator shall not have the power to grand any remedy that could not be granted
by s Caltfoma court applving Califoris law.

The Parties schuowledge that such binding aratration may deprive thew of various righis that they
otherwise pught bave g legal setion, including, without lmitation, the right fo 3 jury trial and
she right to appeal.

Any dspute relating to fees, costs ov legal expenses in dispote, nchuding any action o collest
wmonies pwed, 15 subjeet fo the whbittation provedure estabhisbed by the State Bor and codified st
Califorma Business and Professions Code section $200 ot seq. Aoy action relating to such a fke
dispute shall be conducted in conformity with that siatute, which gives vou cerlain options, When
the statutory obligations have been met or satisfied, vou agree that any remmining dispute relating
to fees, vosts o legal expenses shall be arbitrated in accordanve with the above Z}z‘if"ﬁﬁfﬁi}% 5.

This agreement to mbitiate shall survive the terpuination of LFTO s vepresentation.

1% SEVEBABRILITY IN EVENT OF PARTIAL INVALIDITY:

If any provision of this Agreement is held m whole or in past to be vasnforceable for any yeason,
the renmnder of that provision and of the entive Agresntent will be severable and remain tu effect

2. MISCELLANEOUS:

Thus Agresment s governed by California law and 15 wiended 1o be the eotive apresment fin
professwonal services between the Parties. No other sgreement, statetsent, or promise made on or
before the Effective date of this Agresinent will be bioding on the Parties, The Apreement may
be snended or modified by subsequent agreement of the Parties only by an instroment in wiiting
signed by both of them.

21 BAMERUPTUY PROVISION:

Obligor and Chents represent fo LFTU thot they ave are not presently seeking por contemplating
fiking for Bankmpley protection; and that Obligor sadfor Chents will lnform LFTC should such a
conse of action be contenuplsted in the future.
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The undersigned Clients have requested thet LFTC jomtly represent them in the maiter set forth i
this Agreement. There may be potential conflicts of tnterest W the reprezentation of move than one
party i oa case. As a result, LFTC will provvide Clisats with 8 Conflict Waiver explaining the
potential conflicts of interest that may arise in this matter sad of the consequences should an notual
ceuifliet arise and mforming each of the Clicuts that they have had the opportunity o consult with
mdependent counsel regarding these disclosures and thelr consent to jolit representation,

THE PARTIES HAVE READ AND UNDERSTOOD THE FOREGOING TERMS AND
AGHEE TO THEM AS OF THE DATE LFTC FIERT PROVIDED SERVICES, IF MORE
THAN ONE CLIENTS SIGHNE BELOW FACH AGREES TO BE LIABLE, JOINTLY AND
SEVE ) WOER THIS AGBEEMENT. CLIENTS
WILL BECEIVE A FULLY EXECUTED COPY OF THIS AGREEMENT,

Date; 2o/ 25/2024 LINER FREEDMAN TAITELMAN + COOLEY, LLP
P Fhgaon ty
o Patier
WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC (Client/ Obligon)
e B by:
Piate: I3Sea72024 i "

s JEMEY Heath

FLESRS %)
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Filed 10/07/26

JUSTIN BALDONI (Client)

P Kiprond by

% Judhie, Baldow

sonnoe FEEETER FHEA YHORRF

1243652
Phate: f26/2024

JAMEY HEATH (Client}

poo Dty b
122450624
Diate; 575 1 I

S S LTRSS

STEVE BARDWITE {Client)

e Relggveed S

é Stuse. Savsufn,

P SEEFHROTETRPG

242472004
Date, 12728720

MELISSA NATHAN {(Chent)

W:_?:iégmxﬁ ¥y
IRFERIINRA B

Phate

i o
Penon YESRFF IR 10

Page 65 of 122

THE AGENCY GROUP PR LLC {Chient)

o Shgenst i

{igte: L2620 \1 ;

e Melissa Nathan

g?f@: CEQ
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JEMNIFER ABEL {Chent

s G gt oy
Digte; 22/30/2024 .’{‘jm,m,é{fw finl

s SRDUAT TG40

BWA COMMUNICATIONS, LLO {Claan

o Bl by
Drate: 12/30/2024 Snifer dinl

oree SADORG Y ITHGIIE

By Jormvi Per sbel

25

Ity CEO

JELVWALLACE (Uhent)

Tiale: H/24/2024 le

Nooos S SERGE RO IATE

e

STREET RELATIONS, INC. (Client)

Diaje: IRF2472024

W»&Miﬁ?ﬁi‘izﬁf’&yés‘& .
fy- JED WALLACE

frg: Wirector
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---
BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LLC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.

**CONFIDENTIALX**

VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JENNIFER ABEL
Los Angeles, California
Thursday, September 25, 2025

Stenographically Reported by: Ashley Soevyn,
CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019

Veritext Lega Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400
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asking her in August '24, 2024, or anytime in 20247
MS. TAHLER: I'm asking at this time, the
Signal chat.
MR. FREEDMAN: August '247?
MS. TAHLER: Yes.
MR. FREEDMAN: Listen to the question.
THE WITNESS: In August 2024, no.
BY MS. TAHLER:
Q Do you know whose client was
Mr. Freedman's in August of 20247
A No.
Q The client that you referred to earlier

that you were communicating with wvia Signal with

Ms. Jones, was that ||} N :

A No.

Q Who was it?

A Do you want to go on?

Q We're still on.

A Okay sorry. |GG

Q Did you ever communicate with ||} N

on Signal?

A No.
Q With any of his people?
A I don't -- I don't recall |} using

Signal. Stephanie asked that I download Signal

Veritext Lega Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---
BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LLC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.

**CONFIDENTIAL**

VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JENNIFER ABEL
Los Angeles, California
Friday, September 26, 2025
Stenographically Reported by: Ashley Soevyn,
CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019

Veritext Lega Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400




0o Jd o U bx W DN R

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL  Document 1477-4  Filed 10/07/26 Page 72 of 122

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 249

your belief that that person could bury Ms. Lively?
MR. FREEDMAN: Objection.
THE WITNESS: No.

BY MR. GOTTLIEB:

Q You sure?
A Yes.
Q Ms. Abel, yesterday you testified that in

some point in August of 2017, you were added to a
Signal chain; is that right?
A Sorry. What was the date?
Q At some point in -- did I say 20172
THE STENOGRAPHIC REPORTER: Yeah.
BY MR. GOTTLIEB:

0 In August of 2024, you were added to a
Signal chain with a few people; is that right?

A I believe I testified that I think I was,
around that time frame. I don't think there was any
content in that text chain.

Q Okay. And who was -- hold on just a
second.

Who was -- who was on that text chain to
the best of your recollection?

A I believe it was -- I would have to --
I'd have to go back and refresh my memory.

Q Okay. You're not sure as you sit here
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will invade the attorney-client privilege. So even
if you're going to say yes to that, that's going to
invade the attorney-client privilege. So you're not
going to -- I'm going to instruct her not to answer.

MR. GOTTLIEB: About the simple fact of
whether she knew she was required to preserve
documents?

MR. FREEDMAN: Yeah, because the simple
fact is revealing the actual privileged
communication.

MR. GOTTLIEB: Okay.

BY MR. GOTTLIEB:

Q So are you going to follow your counsel's
instruction?

A Yes, I'm going to follow my counsel's
instruction.

0 Okay.

Other than the Signal thread that you --
that we talked about earlier in August, between
August and December of 2024, can you think of any
other Signal thread or Signal communications that
you sent or received to anyone about anything?

A Not that I can recall, no.
Q Okay. Have you had Signal communications

since December of 20247
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---
BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LLC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.
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was conversations of starting Signal. I wasn't
using it at the time. I was being asked to download
it. I -- I -- I'd have to go through either
documents, or maybe my memory can be recollected
later, when I actually downloaded Signal and we

started communicating.

Q Who asked you to download Signal?
A So I had --
MR. FREEDMAN: If -- I would instruct you

not to answer --
THE WITNESS: Sure.
MR. FREEDMAN: -- to the extent this
invades the attorney-client privilege.
THE WITNESS: Uh-huh. Well, initially
Stephanie Jones asked me to download Signal. She
used it frequently. And we were working together
with a client to -- who primarily used Signal. And
then after that client terminated us, I had
deactivated the app because I didn't use it for
anything else.
BY MS. TAHLER:
Q And after that deactivation, up until the
time of this lawsuit, did you reactivate Signal?
A Yes.

Q And why was that?
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A Again, it was -- I believe that this
would be attorney protected.

0 When was this?

A When? August. It would be August. I
don't recall when in August. I apologize. But it
would be August 2024.

Q An attorney instructed you to download
Signal®

A I don't believe the attorney -- an

attorney instructed me to download it, initially,

but my communications in Signal are with attorneys.

Q Which attorneys?

A My attorneys, Bryan Freedman, et al.

Q And you had Signal communications with
Mr. Freedman -- this is just a yes-or-no answer --

A Uh-huh.
Q -- in August of 20247

A I -- I believe a chain was started. I

don't think there were communications on that chain.

Q Was Mr. Freedman your personal attorney
in 2024~

A No.

Q Was he an attorney for Mr. Baldoni?

A He --

MR. FREEDMAN: Just to clarify, you're

Veritext Lega Solutions
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---
BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LLC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.
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Friday, September 26, 2025
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your belief that that person could bury Ms. Lively?
MR. FREEDMAN: Objection.
THE WITNESS: No.

BY MR. GOTTLIEB:

Q You sure?
A Yes.
Q Ms. Abel, yesterday you testified that in

some point in August of 2017, you were added to a
Signal chain; is that right?
A Sorry. What was the date?
Q At some point in -- did I say 20172
THE STENOGRAPHIC REPORTER: Yeah.
BY MR. GOTTLIEB:

0 In August of 2024, you were added to a
Signal chain with a few people; is that right?

A I believe I testified that I think I was,
around that time frame. I don't think there was any
content in that text chain.

Q Okay. And who was -- hold on just a
second.

Who was -- who was on that text chain to
the best of your recollection?

A I believe it was -- I would have to --
I'd have to go back and refresh my memory.

Q Okay. You're not sure as you sit here
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will invade the attorney-client privilege. So even
if you're going to say yes to that, that's going to
invade the attorney-client privilege. So you're not
going to -- I'm going to instruct her not to answer.

MR. GOTTLIEB: About the simple fact of
whether she knew she was required to preserve
documents?

MR. FREEDMAN: Yeah, because the simple
fact is revealing the actual privileged
communication.

MR. GOTTLIEB: Okay.

BY MR. GOTTLIEB:

Q So are you going to follow your counsel's
instruction?

A Yes, I'm going to follow my counsel's
instruction.

0 Okay.

Other than the Signal thread that you --
that we talked about earlier in August, between
August and December of 2024, can you think of any
other Signal thread or Signal communications that
you sent or received to anyone about anything?

A Not that I can recall, no.
Q Okay. Have you had Signal communications

since December of 20247
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---
BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LLC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.
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Thursday, September 25, 2025
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specifically for our work on behalf of |} NN
I don't recall if I ever used that app for [

I

Q After downloading Signal in August of
2024, do you recall actually having communications
in it?

A No.

Q You don't recall one way or another, or
there weren't communications?

A I don't recall one way or another if

there were communications in Signal --

Q Do you know?
A -- in August.
Q Do you know how many people were part of

the chat that you've been testifying to in the
August 2024 time period-?

A No, I don't. I just know that's when I
started Signal, and I don't recall start having any
communications in the app. That's when I opened the
app, or re-downloaded the app. Sorry.

Q In the chat with Mr. Freedman that you
referred to earlier, do you recall any others that
were in that chat?

A No, I don't. I just recall potentially

starting a thread, but I don't -- I don't believe we
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

BLAKE LIVELY,
PLAINTIFF, CASE NO.

1:24-CV-10049-LJL

(CONSOLIDATED WITH

1:25-CVv-00449-LJL

VsS.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC,
JUSTIN BALDONI, JAMEY
HEATH, STEVE SAROWITZ,
IT ENDS WITH US MOVIE
LLC, MELISSA NATHAN,
THE AGENCY GROUP PR
LLC, JENNIFER ABEL, JED
WALLACE, AND STREET
RELATIONS INC.,
DEFENDANTS.
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JENNIFER ABEL,
THIRD-PARTY
PLAINTIFF,

VsS.
JONESWORKS LLC,

THIRD-PARTY
DEFENDANT.
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WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC,
JUSTIN BALDONI, JAMEY
HEATH, IT ENDS WITH US
MOVIE LLC, MELISSA
NATHAN, JENNIFER ABEL,
AND STEVE SAROWITZ,
CONSOLIDATED
PLAINTIFFS,

VsS.

BLAKE LIVELY, RYAN
REYNOLDS, LESLIE
SLOANE, VISION PR,
INC., AND THE NEW YORK
TIMES COMPANY,
CONSOLIDATED
DEFENDANTS.
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(Exhibit No. 18 was marked.)

Q. (BY MR. GOTTLIEB) This is Exhibit 18. And
Mr. Wallace, you've been handed a document marked as
Exhibit 18 bearing the Bates Nos. Street 3.0348 through
0355. And let me know once you've had a chance to look
through it.

A. Okay.

Q. You've had a chance to look through Exhibit 187

A. TI have.

Q. And Exhibit 18 is an email exchange be an
attachment that involves you, a number of people from
TAG, and someone from youthforia.co; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Is Youthforia a client that you did any work
for around this time?

A. They were a client of TAG's.

Q. Okay. A client of TAG's. Did you or Street do
any work for them in connection with TAG's services?

A. TI had a few consulting calls with them.

Q. Okay. And this August -- this is August 3rd,
2024. Is that around the same time that you began
working for -- performing the work that you did on
behalf of Wayfarer Studios?

A. No. It was later for Wayfarer.

Q. A few days later?
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A. August 9th.

Q. This was around the same time that you began
talking to Ms. Nathan about Mr. Baldoni and Wayfarer; is
that right?

A. I don't recall.

Q. Okay. At most, then, I think what you're
saying it was six days apart from when you were engaged?

A. According to this date, yes.

Q. Okay. And there is a scope of work for
Youthforia that is attached to the end of this email
chain; is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. And Mr. Gould, the founder and CEO of Kombo
Ventures is the first person to send an email -- oh,
lost your microphone.

A. My bad.

Q. No worries.

Am I right that Kevin Gould, who's the
founder and CEO of Kombo Ventures with a K, is the
person who introduces or connects you with Fiona Co Chan
at Youthforia?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And at 8:28 p.m. on Friday, August 2nd,
you reply to the introduction that Mr. Gould has sent;

is that right?
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---
BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LLC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.
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VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF MELISSA NATHAN
Los Angeles, California
Monday, September 29, 2025

Stenographically Reported by: Ashley Soevyn,
CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
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0 You don't know, as you sit here today,
whether you sent or received a single message on
Signal in August of 2024 relating to this -- this
matter?

A I don't know.

Q You used Signal when you communicate with
Jed Wallace; is that right?

A Amongst other things, yes.

Q What other things?

A Telephone.

Q What else?

A Text.

Q What else?

A Email.

Q What else?

A To the best of my knowledge, that's it.

0 Voice memos?

A I don't send voice memos.

Q Have you received voice memos from
Mr. Wallace?

A Yes.

Q Do any of those voice memos have an auto
delete function attached to them?

A I'm not sure.

Q Do you have any understanding of what the

212-267-6868
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---

BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vSs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)
25-Cv-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LILC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.
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Q On August 11lth, Mr. Wallace said --
you -- you refer to Signal.
Do you see that?
A Which one is this?
Q August 11th at 12:02 a.m.
A Hey, man, I appreciate your message. I

could tell after speaking with you --
Q In the middle, you say:
(As read):
"As for Signal, I'm not on it, but
we'll set that up this week for sure.
I'll let you know once I've done that."
Do you see that?
A I do.
Did you set up Signal at this time?
A I must have. I think I might -- I think
I did.
Q And did you let Mr. Wallace know that you

had set it up?

A I don't know.

Q Did you communicate with Mr. Wallace on
Signal at this -- after August 11th, 20242

A I think there was a few -- a few messages
sent.

Q And when did you first send a Signal

Veritext Lega Solutions
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message to Mr. Wallace?

A I don't recall.

Q When did you first receive a Signal
message from Mr. Wallace, if at all?

A I don't recall. I guess it would have
been around this time. That's my guess.

Q Okay. And did you communicate on Signal

with anyone else after you obtained Signal?

A I don't think so.
Q The only person --
A There could have been somebody, but I

don't think so.
Q The only one you recall communicating
with on Signal was Mr. Wallace?
MS. SHAPIRO: Objection.
THE WITNESS: The time, I don't remember.
It could have been. I -- I would have to refresh my
memory. Maybe there was something with Jen and
Melissa on there, but I don't have a specific memory
of it.
BY MS. HUDSON:
Q Did you have a group chain with
Mr. Wallace, Ms. Abel, and Ms. Nathan at this time?
A I don't know if that was on Signal or a

text message, but I think that we did.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---
BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LLC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.
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BY MS. SHAH:
Q I want to come back to the -- your use of
Signal.
A Uh-huh.
Q I think you testified earlier this

morning that you had never used Signal before
Blake's complaint was filed in December of 2024.

Am I getting that correct?

A I had the app, but I wasn't a
participant, like, doing anything on the app.

Q Do you recall when you downloaded the
app?

A I recall two different times that I had
downloaded the app. The first time I ever heard of
Signal was from Stephanie Jones. And I don't know
how long ago that was. I feel like that was -- I
close my eyes sometimes because I visualize so I
understand where I am. I believe it was in 20 -- I
think it was around 2020.

She had told me that was her preferred
method of communication, but we never communicated
on Signal. And then -- and then I think your phone
just gets rid of it when you don't use it. And then
I downloaded it again. I joined a men's group and

they had their group on Signal. But then I was

Veritext Lega Solutions
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unable to join officially the men's group so I never
joined that group on Signal. And then so it was
just kind of an app that was there.

And then I downloaded it probably the day
after or two days after the New York Times article
and the lawsuit.

Q When you downloaded it a day or two after
the New York Times article and the lawsuit, why did
you do that?

A I believe it was a group decision to move
all of our chats to Signal.

Q Who was in that group that made that
group decision?

A My attorneys. I believe all the

defendants here.

Q Melissa Nathan?

A Yes.

Q Jen Abel?

A Yes.

Q Jamey Heath?

A Yes.

Q Steve Sarowitz?

A I think he eventually joined, yes.
Q But not at first?

A Steve is always in his own world.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---

BLAKE LIVELY,
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vSs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)
25-Cv-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LILC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.
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have been one of them. I just don't know.
BY MS. HUDSON:
Q So you may have communicated with other

people on Signal in August of 2024 other than the
ones you identify?

A I don't have a particular recollection of
it because I think that was the only people that I
communicated with at that time, but I don't know.

Q Did you communicate with Mr. Freedman on
Signal in August of 20247
I don't know.
You may have?

I don't know.

o » 10 P

Did you communicate with Mr. Baldoni on
Signal in August of 20247

A I don't know.

Q When you downloaded Signal, did you make
any effort to change any of the settings for the

handling of preservation of messages?

A In August?

Q When you downloaded Signal?

A No.

Q Did the messages that you exchanged on

Signal in August of 2024 automatically disappear as

far as you know?
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MS. SHAPIRO: Objection.

THE WITNESS: I think that depends on
whatever thread I was on, whoever initiated it may
have set the settings. I don't have any particular
memory of myself setting something to disappear.

BY MS. HUDSON:
Q And did you set up your Signal messages

so that they would not disappear?

A In August?

Q Yes.

A I don't believe I was thinking about
that.

Q Did you communicate by Signal in

September of 202472
A I may have.
Q And who do you believe you may have
communicated with on Signal in September of 20247
MS. SHAPIRO: Objection.
THE WITNESS: It would be a guess. I
just don't know.
BY MS. HUDSON:
Q Did you communicate with Mr. Wallace on
Signal in September of 202472
MR. GLOVER: Objection. Form.

THE WITNESS: I may have.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
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BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
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25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LLC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
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BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.
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me strike that and try to be clear.

When you said you understood that you

were required to preserve
matter, Ms.

harassment allegations,

A Whatever was in here,

to preserve it, and I did

Q Okay. And you
preservation requirements

and social media accounts

A From the 20th of December,

yes.

everything related to this

Lively had allegations other than sexual

correct?

I knew I was meant
that.

knew that those

extended to text messages
and emails,

right?

I knew that,

Q And including messages sent through

WhatsApp or Signal or other ephemeral messaging

platforms?
A I did.
0 Okay. And did

messages after this point

you preserve all of your

in time?

A I did.

Q You -- you have a messaging app on your
phone. Do you have any auto delete functions
enabled, so far as you know, on your text messages

on your phone?

Signal or WhatsApp or any

A During what time period?

Your regular messaging app,

not
other?

In general? Or

212-267-6868

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

516-608-2400



Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL  Document 1477-4  Filed 10/07/26  Page 115 of 122



Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL  Document 1477-4  Filed 10/07/26 Page 116 of 122

EXHIBIT 635



SJo oW R

10

11

12

13

14

15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24
25

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL  Document 1477-4  Filed 10/07/26 Page 117 of 122

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 1

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
---000---

BLAKE LIVELY,
Plaintiff,
vSs. CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)
25-Cv-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.

Defendants.

JENNIFER ABEL,
Third-party Plaintiff,
vs.
JONESWORKS, LILC,
Third-party Defendant.

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
Consolidated Plaintiffs,
vs.
BLAKE LIVELY, et al.
Consolidated Defendants.

**CONFIDENTIAL**

VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JAMEY HEATH
Los Angeles, California
Wednesday, October 8, 2025

Stenographically Reported by: Ashley Soevyn,
CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019

Veritext Lega Solutions

212-267-6868 WWw.veritext.com 516-608-2400




© 00 J4 o U & W dhD B

N N N M NN B B B B R B R B R R
OB W N B O VW ® 34 o0 L & W N KB O

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL  Document 1477-4  Filed 10/07/26 Page 118 of 122

CONFIDENTIAL

Page 370

Q Have you taken any steps to learn if
Wayfarer has any policies, practices, or procedures
regarding document retention or deletion?

MS. SHAPIRO: Objection. Just to be
clear again, he's not here as a 30(b) (6) witness.

THE WITNESS: I have not taken any
particular steps as a company to make sure that
our -- there is some sort of policy. But Wayfarer
is -- 1is aware to not delete anything.

BY MS. HUDSON:

Q And how would you know? How is Wayfarer
aware not to delete anything?

MS. SHAPIRO: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Once we received the CRD
complaint, sometime at that point we were made
aware, and that was communicated.

BY MS. HUDSON:

Q So you -- you weren't aware of any
obligations to preserve or not delete documents
until you received the CRD complaint?

MS. SHAPIRO: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Was not aware.

BY MS. HUDSON:
Q So did you make any effort to preserve or

not delete documents prior to receiving the CRD
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complaint?

MS. SHAPIRO: Objection.

THE WITNESS: Other than what I said,
that there was no reason or auto delete happening,
there was no particular effort to go outside the
normal scope.

BY MS. HUDSON:

Q And you said that you received
instructions to preserve documents after Ms. Lively
filed her CRD complaint?

MS. SHAPIRO: Objection.

THE WITNESS: I don't know if it was the
CRD complaint or the lawsuit. I don't recall, but
during that period we learned that there was -- or
maybe it was a -- maybe it was a notice from
Mr. Gottlieb. Sometime in that frame we were made
aware. I don't recall where it came from.

BY MS. HUDSON:
Q Are you talking about the cease and

desist letter that we sent?

A It may have been that. I don't recall
exactly. It was just in that time frame.
Q And did you take some steps to preserve

documents once you received the cease and desist

letter?
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A Yes.
Q What steps did you take?
A Made sure that personally, if there was

anything that was said to disappear or delete, that
they were not. Told Wayfarer parties to not delete
anything, that in case they otherwise might. I
can't recall at the moment, but I think those were
the general steps.

Q Okay. And did you have any personal

devices that were set for automatic deletion at that

time?

MS. SHAPIRO: Objection.

THE WITNESS: There may have been some
threads that were on Signal. So I Jjust reviewed

them and made sure that they were not on
disappearing mode.
BY MS. HUDSON:

Q So what was -- what was there between
August and December 2024, you ensured it was not on
auto disappearing mode?

MS. SHAPIRO: Objection.

THE WITNESS: I don't understand the
question.
BY MS. HUDSON:

Q Well, you said that you had some
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communications between August and December of 2024,

correct?
A Yes.
Q And when you got the cease and desist

letter, you looked at the threads to make sure that

they were not on automatic disappearing mode,

correct?
A Correct.
Q So at the time that you did that, those

threads existed, correct?
A Correct. I imagine so.

Q And they should still be there then,

A I believe they would be.

Q And were any of those threads related in
any way to Ms. Lively, Mr. Reynolds, or any of the
issues in this litigation?

MS. SHAPIRO: Objection. Form.

THE WITNESS: I didn't pay attention to
the content. I just made sure that whatever thread
there was, was -- was not -- there is no nothing in
there that would auto delete or auto disappear.

BY MS. HUDSON:
Q And that's for all your Signal

communications®?
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