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CONFIDENTIAL

1             UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2        FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                      ---0O0---
4
5 BLAKE LIVELY,
6                Plaintiff,
7    vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                       25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.,
9

               Defendants.
10 ____________________________________________________

JENNIFER ABEL,
11             Third-party Plaintiff,

  vs.
12 JONESWORKS, LLC,

            Third-party Defendant.
13 ____________________________________________________

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.,
14             Consolidated Plaintiffs,

  vs.
15 BLAKE LIVELY, et al.,

            Consolidated Defendants.
16 ____________________________________________________
17                   **CONFIDENTIAL**
18
19     VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF STEVE SAROWITZ
20               Los Angeles, California
21               Friday, October 3, 2025
22
23 Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,
24 CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
25
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CONFIDENTIAL

1       Q    Fair enough.
2            But I will preface my line of questions
3 here with, I am not asking you, and I do not intend
4 to ask you, about the content of your communications
5 with your attorneys.  So I'm trying to figure out
6 how you've communicated.
7            When were you -- when do you recall using
8 Signal for the first time?
9            MS. GAROFALO:  Objection.  With respect

10 to this case or any --
11            MR. GOTTLIEB:  At all.
12            MS. GAROFALO:  Okay.
13            THE WITNESS:  I don't recall.
14 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
15       Q    When do you recall using Signal for the
16 first time with respect to the film It Ends with Us?
17       A    I don't recall.
18       Q    Were you using Signal to communicate
19 about It Ends with Us in -- at any point in 2023?
20       A    No.
21       Q    Were you using Signal to communicate
22 about It Ends with Us at any point between
23 January 1, 2024 and August 1, 2024?
24       A    I don't believe so.
25       Q    It's possible, but you don't believe so?
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1       A    I think the answer is no.
2       Q    Okay.  But you're not certain?
3       A    Fairly certain the answer is no.
4       Q    Okay.
5            Now, August of 2024, did you have any
6 Signal communications about -- that had anything to
7 do with the film It Ends with Us in August of 2024?
8       A    No.
9       Q    When do you believe the first moment in

10 time was that you had a Signal communication with
11 anyone that related in any respect to the film
12 It Ends with Us?
13       A    I don't recall.
14       Q    But you think it was not in August?
15       A    Correct.
16       Q    September?
17       A    No.
18       Q    So if you know it wasn't during those
19 times, what is it that you have in your mind about
20 when you think the first moment might have been when
21 you begin to have Signal communications about the
22 film?
23       A    Can you be more specific?
24       Q    I'm trying to understand what is in your
25 head.  You seem to be very clear that you didn't

Page 92

Veritext Legal Solutions
212-267-6868 www.veritext.com 516-608-2400

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 1477-4     Filed 10/07/26     Page 33 of 122



CONFIDENTIAL

1 have Signal communications.  I think we're up to
2 September now.  At what point in time do you recall
3 having Signal communications that had anything to do
4 with the film It Ends with Us?
5       A    I don't recall the exact first time I
6 used Signal.
7       Q    Okay.  At any point in time did you have
8 an understanding for any of your communications
9 relating -- on Signal -- for any of your

10 communications on Signal that had anything to do
11 with the film It Ends with Us, did you have an
12 understanding of what the retention policy --
13       A    I'm sorry.
14       Q    Yes.
15       A    I'm sorry.  Hold on for one second.
16            THE WITNESS:  Are you okay, Ellen?
17            MS. GAROFALO:  Ask the question again, if
18 you don't mind.
19            THE WITNESS:  Sorry about that.
20            MR. GOTTLIEB:  It's okay.
21 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
22       Q    At any point in time, have you had an
23 understanding of the retention policy on any
24 messaging communications that you've had relating to
25 the film It Ends with Us that has been on Signal?
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CONFIDENTIAL

1             UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2        FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                      ---0O0---
4
5 BLAKE LIVELY,
6                Plaintiff,
7    vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                       25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

               Defendants.
10 ____________________________________________________

JENNIFER ABEL,
11             Third-party Plaintiff,

  vs.
12 JONESWORKS, LLC,

            Third-party Defendant.
13 ____________________________________________________

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14             Consolidated Plaintiffs,

  vs.
15 BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

            Consolidated Defendants.
16 ____________________________________________________
17
18                   **CONFIDENTIAL**
19
20      VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JENNIFER ABEL
21               Los Angeles, California
22              Friday, September 26, 2025
23 Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1 your belief that that person could bury Ms. Lively?
2            MR. FREEDMAN:  Objection.
3            THE WITNESS:  No.
4 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
5       Q    You sure?
6       A    Yes.
7       Q    Ms. Abel, yesterday you testified that in
8 some point in August of 2017, you were added to a
9 Signal chain; is that right?

10       A    Sorry.  What was the date?
11       Q    At some point in -- did I say 2017?
12            THE STENOGRAPHIC REPORTER:  Yeah.
13 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
14       Q    In August of 2024, you were added to a
15 Signal chain with a few people; is that right?
16       A    I believe I testified that I think I was,
17 around that time frame.  I don't think there was any
18 content in that text chain.
19       Q    Okay.  And who was -- hold on just a
20 second.
21            Who was -- who was on that text chain to
22 the best of your recollection?
23       A    I believe it was -- I would have to --
24 I'd have to go back and refresh my memory.
25       Q    Okay.  You're not sure as you sit here
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1 will invade the attorney-client privilege.  So even
2 if you're going to say yes to that, that's going to
3 invade the attorney-client privilege.  So you're not
4 going to -- I'm going to instruct her not to answer.
5            MR. GOTTLIEB:  About the simple fact of
6 whether she knew she was required to preserve
7 documents?
8            MR. FREEDMAN:  Yeah, because the simple
9 fact is revealing the actual privileged

10 communication.
11            MR. GOTTLIEB:  Okay.
12 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
13       Q    So are you going to follow your counsel's
14 instruction?
15       A    Yes, I'm going to follow my counsel's
16 instruction.
17       Q    Okay.
18            Other than the Signal thread that you --
19 that we talked about earlier in August, between
20 August and December of 2024, can you think of any
21 other Signal thread or Signal communications that
22 you sent or received to anyone about anything?
23       A    Not that I can recall, no.
24       Q    Okay.  Have you had Signal communications
25 since December of 2024?
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CONFIDENTIAL

1             UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2        FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                      ---0O0---
4
5 BLAKE LIVELY,
6                Plaintiff,
7    vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                       25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

               Defendants.
10 ____________________________________________________

JENNIFER ABEL,
11             Third-party Plaintiff,

  vs.
12 JONESWORKS, LLC,

            Third-party Defendant.
13 ____________________________________________________

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14             Consolidated Plaintiffs,

  vs.
15 BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

            Consolidated Defendants.
16 ____________________________________________________
17                   **CONFIDENTIAL**
18
19     VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF MELISSA NATHAN
20               Los Angeles, California
21              Monday, September 29, 2025
22
23 Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1       Q    You don't know, as you sit here today,
2 whether you sent or received a single message on
3 Signal in August of 2024 relating to this -- this
4 matter?
5       A    I don't know.
6       Q    You used Signal when you communicate with
7 Jed Wallace; is that right?
8       A    Amongst other things, yes.
9       Q    What other things?

10       A    Telephone.
11       Q    What else?
12       A    Text.
13       Q    What else?
14       A    Email.
15       Q    What else?
16       A    To the best of my knowledge, that's it.
17       Q    Voice memos?
18       A    I don't send voice memos.
19       Q    Have you received voice memos from
20 Mr. Wallace?
21       A    Yes.
22       Q    Do any of those voice memos have an auto
23 delete function attached to them?
24       A    I'm not sure.
25       Q    Do you have any understanding of what the
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1 auto deleted function was set to on your Signal
2 threads, what your, sort of, standard is that you
3 use?
4            MR. FREEDMAN:  Objection.
5            THE WITNESS:  On which particular thread?
6 You have to be more specific.
7 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
8       Q    Well, you don't have a recollection of
9 when you started using Signal for the Wayfarer

10 parties, right?
11       A    No.
12       Q    I'm trying to just ask you generally
13 because you don't have that recollection --
14       A    Uh-huh.
15       Q    -- if you know -- generally speaking, if
16 you have a typical period of time that you use for
17 your client work when you're using a Signal thread?
18       A    I do not know.
19       Q    How about with Mr. Freedman; you are on
20 Signal threads with him?
21       A    I am.
22       Q    And what is the typical deletion time
23 that you have set for your communications with him?
24       A    I'm not sure.
25       Q    Is it more than a week?
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1       A    I'm not sure.
2       Q    Do you have a guess?
3       A    I don't have a guess.
4       Q    But there is a deletion function set,
5 right?
6       A    Well, it depends on which conversation
7 you're speaking about.
8       Q    Okay.  Do you use any other messaging
9 apps other than Signal and text and email?

10       A    I do have WhatsApp on my phone, but I
11 barely use it.
12       Q    Did you ever use WhatsApp for anything
13 connected to the issues in this case?
14       A    Not to my knowledge.
15       Q    Okay.  Any other messaging apps?
16       A    On this case?
17       Q    Uh-huh.
18       A    No.
19       Q    Do you ever use Telegram?
20       A    For this case?
21       Q    For this case.
22       A    Not to my knowledge.  And if there is
23 something there, please let me know because I don't
24 really use it.
25       Q    What about Proton Mail?  Do you ever use
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1
2 ** C O N F I D E N T I A L **
3 * CONTAINS ATTORNEYS' EYES ONLY MATERIAL *
4 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
5 Case No. 1:24-CV-10049-LJL

(Consolidated with 1:25-cv-00449-LJL)
6 -----------------------------------x

BLAKE LIVELY,
7          Plaintiff,
8      - against -
9 WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, a Delaware

Limited Liability Company, JUSTIN
10 BALDONI, an individual, JAMEY HEATH, an

individual, STEVE SAROWITZ, an individual,
11 IT ENDS WITH US MOVIE LLC, a California

Limited Liability Company, MELISSA
12 NATHAN, an individual, THE AGENCY

GROUP PR LLC, a Delaware Limited Liability
13 Company, JENNIFER ABEL, an individual,

JED WALLACE, an individual, and STREET
14 RELATIONS INC., a California Corporation,

         Defendants.
15 -----------------------------------x

             (Caption continued)
16              September 5, 2025

             9:10 a.m.
17
18        Videotaped Deposition of KATHERINE
19 CASE, taken by Plaintiff, pursuant to
20 Subpoena, held at the offices of Willkie
21 Farr & Gallagher LLP, 787 Seventh Avenue,
22 New York, New York, before Todd DeSimone, a
23 Registered Professional Reporter and Notary
24 Public of the State of New York.
25
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1         K. CASE - CONFIDENTIAL
2      A.     I had never been on a call with
3 a psychic before.
4      Q.     Was it unusual to you?
5      A.     In my workday, it was unusual
6 comparatively to most client calls.
7      Q.     It was unusual to you, correct?
8      A.     In the scope of most client
9 calls, yes.

10      Q.     What about just generally, was
11 it unusual?
12      A.     I don't --
13      Q.     What was the psychic's name?
14      A.     I don't remember.
15      Q.     Was it a male?
16      A.     It was.
17      Q.     How would individuals at TAG
18 communicate with each other when working on
19 this account?
20      A.     Primarily text.
21      Q.     iMessage?
22      A.     Yes.
23      Q.     Signal?
24      A.     Not really, no.
25      Q.     Sometimes?
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1         K. CASE - CONFIDENTIAL
2      A.     At times.
3      Q.     When would TAG individuals use
4 Signal in lieu of iMessage?
5      A.     If we would -- if we would
6 speak with Jed, it was primarily over
7 Signal.
8      Q.     And why was that?
9      A.     I'm not sure.

10      Q.     Was that at Jed's request?
11      A.     No.
12      Q.     Who suggested that you use
13 Signal?
14      A.     It was just the form of
15 communication that was used.
16      Q.     Do you recall the first time
17 you communicated with Jed on Signal?
18      A.     Not by date specifically, no.
19      Q.     Did he text you on Signal?
20      A.     Not individually, but as it
21 related to communications.
22      Q.     Did you have a Signal account
23 prior to working at TAG?
24      A.     I believe so, yes.
25      Q.     And did you communicate on it
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CONFIDENTIAL

1             UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2        FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                      ---0O0---
4
5 BLAKE LIVELY,
6                Plaintiff,
7    vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                       25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

               Defendants.
10 ____________________________________________________

JENNIFER ABEL,
11             Third-party Plaintiff,

  vs.
12 JONESWORKS, LLC,

            Third-party Defendant.
13 ____________________________________________________

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14             Consolidated Plaintiffs,

  vs.
15 BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

            Consolidated Defendants.
16 ____________________________________________________
17                   **CONFIDENTIAL**
18
19      VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JENNIFER ABEL
20               Los Angeles, California
21             Thursday, September 25, 2025
22
23 Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1 asking her in August '24, 2024, or anytime in 2024?
2            MS. TAHLER:  I'm asking at this time, the
3 Signal chat.
4            MR. FREEDMAN:  August '24?
5            MS. TAHLER:  Yes.
6            MR. FREEDMAN:  Listen to the question.
7            THE WITNESS:  In August 2024, no.
8 BY MS. TAHLER:
9       Q    Do you know whose client was

10 Mr. Freedman's in August of 2024?
11       A    No.
12       Q    The client that you referred to earlier
13 that you were communicating with via Signal with
14 Ms. Jones, was that ?
15       A    No.
16       Q    Who was it?
17       A    Do you want to go on?
18       Q    We're still on.
19       A    Okay.  Sorry.  .
20       Q    Did you ever communicate with 
21 on Signal?
22       A    No.
23       Q    With any of his people?
24       A    I don't -- I don't recall  using
25 Signal.  Stephanie asked that I download Signal
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CONFIDENTIAL

1             UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2        FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                      ---0O0---
4
5 BLAKE LIVELY,
6                Plaintiff,
7    vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                       25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

               Defendants.
10 ____________________________________________________

JENNIFER ABEL,
11             Third-party Plaintiff,

  vs.
12 JONESWORKS, LLC,

            Third-party Defendant.
13 ____________________________________________________

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14             Consolidated Plaintiffs,

  vs.
15 BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

            Consolidated Defendants.
16 ____________________________________________________
17
18                   **CONFIDENTIAL**
19
20      VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JENNIFER ABEL
21               Los Angeles, California
22              Friday, September 26, 2025
23 Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1 your belief that that person could bury Ms. Lively?
2            MR. FREEDMAN:  Objection.
3            THE WITNESS:  No.
4 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
5       Q    You sure?
6       A    Yes.
7       Q    Ms. Abel, yesterday you testified that in
8 some point in August of 2017, you were added to a
9 Signal chain; is that right?

10       A    Sorry.  What was the date?
11       Q    At some point in -- did I say 2017?
12            THE STENOGRAPHIC REPORTER:  Yeah.
13 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
14       Q    In August of 2024, you were added to a
15 Signal chain with a few people; is that right?
16       A    I believe I testified that I think I was,
17 around that time frame.  I don't think there was any
18 content in that text chain.
19       Q    Okay.  And who was -- hold on just a
20 second.
21            Who was -- who was on that text chain to
22 the best of your recollection?
23       A    I believe it was -- I would have to --
24 I'd have to go back and refresh my memory.
25       Q    Okay.  You're not sure as you sit here
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1 will invade the attorney-client privilege.  So even
2 if you're going to say yes to that, that's going to
3 invade the attorney-client privilege.  So you're not
4 going to -- I'm going to instruct her not to answer.
5            MR. GOTTLIEB:  About the simple fact of
6 whether she knew she was required to preserve
7 documents?
8            MR. FREEDMAN:  Yeah, because the simple
9 fact is revealing the actual privileged

10 communication.
11            MR. GOTTLIEB:  Okay.
12 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
13       Q    So are you going to follow your counsel's
14 instruction?
15       A    Yes, I'm going to follow my counsel's
16 instruction.
17       Q    Okay.
18            Other than the Signal thread that you --
19 that we talked about earlier in August, between
20 August and December of 2024, can you think of any
21 other Signal thread or Signal communications that
22 you sent or received to anyone about anything?
23       A    Not that I can recall, no.
24       Q    Okay.  Have you had Signal communications
25 since December of 2024?
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1             UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2        FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                      ---0O0---
4
5 BLAKE LIVELY,
6                Plaintiff,
7    vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                       25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

               Defendants.
10 ____________________________________________________

JENNIFER ABEL,
11             Third-party Plaintiff,

  vs.
12 JONESWORKS, LLC,

            Third-party Defendant.
13 ____________________________________________________

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14             Consolidated Plaintiffs,

  vs.
15 BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

            Consolidated Defendants.
16 ____________________________________________________
17                   **CONFIDENTIAL**
18
19      VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JENNIFER ABEL
20               Los Angeles, California
21             Thursday, September 25, 2025
22
23 Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1 was conversations of starting Signal.  I wasn't
2 using it at the time.  I was being asked to download
3 it.  I -- I -- I'd have to go through either
4 documents, or maybe my memory can be recollected
5 later, when I actually downloaded Signal and we
6 started communicating.
7       Q    Who asked you to download Signal?
8       A    So I had --
9            MR. FREEDMAN:  If -- I would instruct you

10 not to answer --
11            THE WITNESS:  Sure.
12            MR. FREEDMAN:  -- to the extent this
13 invades the attorney-client privilege.
14            THE WITNESS:  Uh-huh.  Well, initially
15 Stephanie Jones asked me to download Signal.  She
16 used it frequently.  And we were working together
17 with a client to -- who primarily used Signal.  And
18 then after that client terminated us, I had
19 deactivated the app because I didn't use it for
20 anything else.
21 BY MS. TAHLER:
22       Q    And after that deactivation, up until the
23 time of this lawsuit, did you reactivate Signal?
24       A    Yes.
25       Q    And why was that?
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1       A    Again, it was -- I believe that this
2 would be attorney protected.
3       Q    When was this?
4       A    When?  August.  It would be August.  I
5 don't recall when in August.  I apologize.  But it
6 would be August 2024.
7       Q    An attorney instructed you to download
8 Signal?
9       A    I don't believe the attorney -- an

10 attorney instructed me to download it, initially,
11 but my communications in Signal are with attorneys.
12       Q    Which attorneys?
13       A    My attorneys, Bryan Freedman, et al.
14       Q    And you had Signal communications with
15 Mr. Freedman -- this is just a yes-or-no answer --
16       A    Uh-huh.
17       Q    -- in August of 2024?
18       A    I -- I believe a chain was started.  I
19 don't think there were communications on that chain.
20       Q    Was Mr. Freedman your personal attorney
21 in 2024?
22       A    No.
23       Q    Was he an attorney for Mr. Baldoni?
24       A    He --
25            MR. FREEDMAN:  Just to clarify, you're
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1             UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2        FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                      ---0O0---
4
5 BLAKE LIVELY,
6                Plaintiff,
7    vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                       25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

               Defendants.
10 ____________________________________________________

JENNIFER ABEL,
11             Third-party Plaintiff,

  vs.
12 JONESWORKS, LLC,

            Third-party Defendant.
13 ____________________________________________________

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14             Consolidated Plaintiffs,

  vs.
15 BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

            Consolidated Defendants.
16 ____________________________________________________
17
18                   **CONFIDENTIAL**
19
20      VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JENNIFER ABEL
21               Los Angeles, California
22              Friday, September 26, 2025
23 Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1 your belief that that person could bury Ms. Lively?
2            MR. FREEDMAN:  Objection.
3            THE WITNESS:  No.
4 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
5       Q    You sure?
6       A    Yes.
7       Q    Ms. Abel, yesterday you testified that in
8 some point in August of 2017, you were added to a
9 Signal chain; is that right?

10       A    Sorry.  What was the date?
11       Q    At some point in -- did I say 2017?
12            THE STENOGRAPHIC REPORTER:  Yeah.
13 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
14       Q    In August of 2024, you were added to a
15 Signal chain with a few people; is that right?
16       A    I believe I testified that I think I was,
17 around that time frame.  I don't think there was any
18 content in that text chain.
19       Q    Okay.  And who was -- hold on just a
20 second.
21            Who was -- who was on that text chain to
22 the best of your recollection?
23       A    I believe it was -- I would have to --
24 I'd have to go back and refresh my memory.
25       Q    Okay.  You're not sure as you sit here
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1 will invade the attorney-client privilege.  So even
2 if you're going to say yes to that, that's going to
3 invade the attorney-client privilege.  So you're not
4 going to -- I'm going to instruct her not to answer.
5            MR. GOTTLIEB:  About the simple fact of
6 whether she knew she was required to preserve
7 documents?
8            MR. FREEDMAN:  Yeah, because the simple
9 fact is revealing the actual privileged

10 communication.
11            MR. GOTTLIEB:  Okay.
12 BY MR. GOTTLIEB:
13       Q    So are you going to follow your counsel's
14 instruction?
15       A    Yes, I'm going to follow my counsel's
16 instruction.
17       Q    Okay.
18            Other than the Signal thread that you --
19 that we talked about earlier in August, between
20 August and December of 2024, can you think of any
21 other Signal thread or Signal communications that
22 you sent or received to anyone about anything?
23       A    Not that I can recall, no.
24       Q    Okay.  Have you had Signal communications
25 since December of 2024?
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1             UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2        FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                      ---0O0---
4
5 BLAKE LIVELY,
6                Plaintiff,
7    vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                       25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

               Defendants.
10 ____________________________________________________

JENNIFER ABEL,
11             Third-party Plaintiff,

  vs.
12 JONESWORKS, LLC,

            Third-party Defendant.
13 ____________________________________________________

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14             Consolidated Plaintiffs,

  vs.
15 BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

            Consolidated Defendants.
16 ____________________________________________________
17                   **CONFIDENTIAL**
18
19      VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JENNIFER ABEL
20               Los Angeles, California
21             Thursday, September 25, 2025
22
23 Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1 specifically for our work on behalf of 
2 I don't recall if I ever used that app for 
3
4       Q    After downloading Signal in August of
5 2024, do you recall actually having communications
6 in it?
7       A    No.
8       Q    You don't recall one way or another, or
9 there weren't communications?

10       A    I don't recall one way or another if
11 there were communications in Signal --
12       Q    Do you know?
13       A    -- in August.
14       Q    Do you know how many people were part of
15 the chat that you've been testifying to in the
16 August 2024 time period?
17       A    No, I don't.  I just know that's when I
18 started Signal, and I don't recall start having any
19 communications in the app.  That's when I opened the
20 app, or re-downloaded the app.  Sorry.
21       Q    In the chat with Mr. Freedman that you
22 referred to earlier, do you recall any others that
23 were in that chat?
24       A    No, I don't.  I just recall potentially
25 starting a thread, but I don't -- I don't believe we
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1               UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
          FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

2
BLAKE LIVELY,             )

3      PLAINTIFF,           )  CASE NO.
                          )  1:24-CV-10049-LJL

4 VS.                       )  (CONSOLIDATED WITH
                          )  1:25-CV-00449-LJL

5 WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC,     )
JUSTIN BALDONI, JAMEY     )

6 HEATH, STEVE SAROWITZ,    )
IT ENDS WITH US MOVIE     )

7 LLC, MELISSA NATHAN,      )
THE AGENCY GROUP PR       )

8 LLC, JENNIFER ABEL, JED   )
WALLACE, AND STREET       )

9 RELATIONS INC.,           )
     DEFENDANTS.          )

10 ___________________________
JENNIFER ABEL,            )

11      THIRD-PARTY          )
     PLAINTIFF,           )

12                           )
VS.                       )

13                           )
JONESWORKS LLC,           )

14      THIRD-PARTY          )
     DEFENDANT.           )

15 ___________________________
WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC,     )

16 JUSTIN BALDONI, JAMEY     )
HEATH, IT ENDS WITH US    )

17 MOVIE LLC, MELISSA        )
NATHAN, JENNIFER ABEL,    )

18 AND STEVE SAROWITZ,       )
     CONSOLIDATED         )

19      PLAINTIFFS,          )
                          )

20 VS.                       )
                          )

21 BLAKE LIVELY, RYAN        )
REYNOLDS, LESLIE          )

22 SLOANE, VISION PR,        )
INC., AND THE NEW YORK    )

23 TIMES COMPANY,            )
     CONSOLIDATED         )

24      DEFENDANTS.          )
25
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1               (Exhibit No. 18 was marked.)
2      Q.  (BY MR. GOTTLIEB)  This is Exhibit 18.  And
3 Mr. Wallace, you've been handed a document marked as
4 Exhibit 18 bearing the Bates Nos. Street 3.0348 through
5 0355.  And let me know once you've had a chance to look
6 through it.
7      A.  Okay.
8      Q.  You've had a chance to look through Exhibit 18?
9      A.  I have.
10      Q.  And Exhibit 18 is an email exchange be an
11 attachment that involves you, a number of people from
12 TAG, and someone from youthforia.co; is that right?
13      A.  Yes.
14      Q.  Is Youthforia a client that you did any work
15 for around this time?
16      A.  They were a client of TAG's.
17      Q.  Okay.  A client of TAG's.  Did you or Street do
18 any work for them in connection with TAG's services?
19      A.  I had a few consulting calls with them.
20      Q.  Okay.  And this August -- this is August 3rd,
21 2024.  Is that around the same time that you began
22 working for -- performing the work that you did on
23 behalf of Wayfarer Studios?
24      A.  No.  It was later for Wayfarer.
25      Q.  A few days later?
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1      A.  August 9th.
2      Q.  This was around the same time that you began
3 talking to Ms. Nathan about Mr. Baldoni and Wayfarer; is
4 that right?
5      A.  I don't recall.
6      Q.  Okay.  At most, then, I think what you're
7 saying it was six days apart from when you were engaged?
8      A.  According to this date, yes.
9      Q.  Okay.  And there is a scope of work for
10 Youthforia that is attached to the end of this email
11 chain; is that right?
12      A.  Yes.
13      Q.  And Mr. Gould, the founder and CEO of Kombo
14 Ventures is the first person to send an email -- oh,
15 lost your microphone.
16      A.  My bad.
17      Q.  No worries.
18               Am I right that Kevin Gould, who's the
19 founder and CEO of Kombo Ventures with a K, is the
20 person who introduces or connects you with Fiona Co Chan
21 at Youthforia?
22      A.  Yes.
23      Q.  Okay.  And at 8:28 p.m. on Friday, August 2nd,
24 you reply to the introduction that Mr. Gould has sent;
25 is that right?
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1             UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2        FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                      ---0O0---
4
5 BLAKE LIVELY,
6                Plaintiff,
7    vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                       25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

               Defendants.
10 ____________________________________________________

JENNIFER ABEL,
11             Third-party Plaintiff,

  vs.
12 JONESWORKS, LLC,

            Third-party Defendant.
13 ____________________________________________________

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14             Consolidated Plaintiffs,

  vs.
15 BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

            Consolidated Defendants.
16 ____________________________________________________
17                   **CONFIDENTIAL**
18
19     VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF MELISSA NATHAN
20               Los Angeles, California
21              Monday, September 29, 2025
22
23 Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1       Q    You don't know, as you sit here today,
2 whether you sent or received a single message on
3 Signal in August of 2024 relating to this -- this
4 matter?
5       A    I don't know.
6       Q    You used Signal when you communicate with
7 Jed Wallace; is that right?
8       A    Amongst other things, yes.
9       Q    What other things?

10       A    Telephone.
11       Q    What else?
12       A    Text.
13       Q    What else?
14       A    Email.
15       Q    What else?
16       A    To the best of my knowledge, that's it.
17       Q    Voice memos?
18       A    I don't send voice memos.
19       Q    Have you received voice memos from
20 Mr. Wallace?
21       A    Yes.
22       Q    Do any of those voice memos have an auto
23 delete function attached to them?
24       A    I'm not sure.
25       Q    Do you have any understanding of what the
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1               UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2          FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                        ---0O0---
4
5   BLAKE LIVELY,
6                  Plaintiff,
7      vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                         25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

  WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

                 Defendants.
10   ____________________________________________________

  JENNIFER ABEL,
11               Third-party Plaintiff,

    vs.
12   JONESWORKS, LLC,

              Third-party Defendant.
13   ____________________________________________________

  WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14               Consolidated Plaintiffs,

    vs.
15   BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

              Consolidated Defendants.
16   ____________________________________________________
17                     **CONFIDENTIAL**
18
19         VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JAMEY HEATH
20                 Los Angeles, California
21                Wednesday, October 8, 2025
22
23   Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

  CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1         Q    On August 11th, Mr. Wallace said --
2   you -- you refer to Signal.
3              Do you see that?
4         A    Which one is this?
5         Q    August 11th at 12:02 a.m.
6         A    Hey, man, I appreciate your message.  I
7   could tell after speaking with you --
8         Q    In the middle, you say:
9              (As read):
10                  "As for Signal, I'm not on it, but
11                  we'll set that up this week for sure.
12                  I'll let you know once I've done that."
13              Do you see that?
14         A    I do.
15         Q    Did you set up Signal at this time?
16         A    I must have.  I think I might -- I think
17   I did.
18         Q    And did you let Mr. Wallace know that you
19   had set it up?
20         A    I don't know.
21         Q    Did you communicate with Mr. Wallace on
22   Signal at this -- after August 11th, 2024?
23         A    I think there was a few -- a few messages
24   sent.
25         Q    And when did you first send a Signal
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1   message to Mr. Wallace?
2         A    I don't recall.
3         Q    When did you first receive a Signal
4   message from Mr. Wallace, if at all?
5         A    I don't recall.  I guess it would have
6   been around this time.  That's my guess.
7         Q    Okay.  And did you communicate on Signal
8   with anyone else after you obtained Signal?
9         A    I don't think so.

10         Q    The only person --
11         A    There could have been somebody, but I
12   don't think so.
13         Q    The only one you recall communicating
14   with on Signal was Mr. Wallace?
15              MS. SHAPIRO:  Objection.
16              THE WITNESS:  The time, I don't remember.
17   It could have been.  I -- I would have to refresh my
18   memory.  Maybe there was something with Jen and
19   Melissa on there, but I don't have a specific memory
20   of it.
21   BY MS. HUDSON:
22         Q    Did you have a group chain with
23   Mr. Wallace, Ms. Abel, and Ms. Nathan at this time?
24         A    I don't know if that was on Signal or a
25   text message, but I think that we did.

Page 360

Veritext Legal Solutions
212-267-6868 www.veritext.com 516-608-2400

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 1477-4     Filed 10/07/26     Page 100 of 122



Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 1477-4     Filed 10/07/26     Page 101 of 122



 
 

EXHIBIT 62 
 

 
 

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 1477-4     Filed 10/07/26     Page 102 of 122



CONFIDENTIAL

1             UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2        FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                      ---0O0---
4
5 BLAKE LIVELY,
6                Plaintiff,
7    vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                       25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

               Defendants.
10 ____________________________________________________

JENNIFER ABEL,
11             Third-party Plaintiff,

  vs.
12 JONESWORKS, LLC,

            Third-party Defendant.
13 ____________________________________________________

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14             Consolidated Plaintiffs,

  vs.
15 BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

            Consolidated Defendants.
16 ____________________________________________________
17
18                   **CONFIDENTIAL**
19
20     VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JUSTIN BALDONI
21               Los Angeles, California
22               Monday, October 6, 2025
23 Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1 BY MS. SHAH:
2       Q    I want to come back to the -- your use of
3 Signal.
4       A    Uh-huh.
5       Q    I think you testified earlier this
6 morning that you had never used Signal before
7 Blake's complaint was filed in December of 2024.
8            Am I getting that correct?
9       A    I had the app, but I wasn't a

10 participant, like, doing anything on the app.
11       Q    Do you recall when you downloaded the
12 app?
13       A    I recall two different times that I had
14 downloaded the app.  The first time I ever heard of
15 Signal was from Stephanie Jones.  And I don't know
16 how long ago that was.  I feel like that was -- I
17 close my eyes sometimes because I visualize so I
18 understand where I am.  I believe it was in 20 -- I
19 think it was around 2020.
20            She had told me that was her preferred
21 method of communication, but we never communicated
22 on Signal.  And then -- and then I think your phone
23 just gets rid of it when you don't use it.  And then
24 I downloaded it again.  I joined a men's group and
25 they had their group on Signal.  But then I was
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1 unable to join officially the men's group so I never
2 joined that group on Signal.  And then so it was
3 just kind of an app that was there.
4            And then I downloaded it probably the day
5 after or two days after the New York Times article
6 and the lawsuit.
7       Q    When you downloaded it a day or two after
8 the New York Times article and the lawsuit, why did
9 you do that?

10       A    I believe it was a group decision to move
11 all of our chats to Signal.
12       Q    Who was in that group that made that
13 group decision?
14       A    My attorneys.  I believe all the
15 defendants here.
16       Q    Melissa Nathan?
17       A    Yes.
18       Q    Jen Abel?
19       A    Yes.
20       Q    Jamey Heath?
21       A    Yes.
22       Q    Steve Sarowitz?
23       A    I think he eventually joined, yes.
24       Q    But not at first?
25       A    Steve is always in his own world.
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1               UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2          FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                        ---0O0---
4
5   BLAKE LIVELY,
6                  Plaintiff,
7      vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                         25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

  WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

                 Defendants.
10   ____________________________________________________

  JENNIFER ABEL,
11               Third-party Plaintiff,

    vs.
12   JONESWORKS, LLC,

              Third-party Defendant.
13   ____________________________________________________

  WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14               Consolidated Plaintiffs,

    vs.
15   BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

              Consolidated Defendants.
16   ____________________________________________________
17                     **CONFIDENTIAL**
18
19         VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JAMEY HEATH
20                 Los Angeles, California
21                Wednesday, October 8, 2025
22
23   Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

  CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25

Page 1

Veritext Legal Solutions
212-267-6868 www.veritext.com 516-608-2400

Case 1:24-cv-10049-LJL     Document 1477-4     Filed 10/07/26     Page 108 of 122



CONFIDENTIAL

1   have been one of them.  I just don't know.
2   BY MS. HUDSON:
3         Q    So you may have communicated with other
4   people on Signal in August of 2024 other than the
5   ones you identify?
6         A    I don't have a particular recollection of
7   it because I think that was the only people that I
8   communicated with at that time, but I don't know.
9         Q    Did you communicate with Mr. Freedman on

10   Signal in August of 2024?
11         A    I don't know.
12         Q    You may have?
13         A    I don't know.
14         Q    Did you communicate with Mr. Baldoni on
15   Signal in August of 2024?
16         A    I don't know.
17         Q    When you downloaded Signal, did you make
18   any effort to change any of the settings for the
19   handling of preservation of messages?
20         A    In August?
21         Q    When you downloaded Signal?
22         A    No.
23         Q    Did the messages that you exchanged on
24   Signal in August of 2024 automatically disappear as
25   far as you know?
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1              MS. SHAPIRO:  Objection.
2              THE WITNESS:  I think that depends on
3   whatever thread I was on, whoever initiated it may
4   have set the settings.  I don't have any particular
5   memory of myself setting something to disappear.
6   BY MS. HUDSON:
7         Q    And did you set up your Signal messages
8   so that they would not disappear?
9         A    In August?

10         Q    Yes.
11         A    I don't believe I was thinking about
12   that.
13         Q    Did you communicate by Signal in
14   September of 2024?
15         A    I may have.
16         Q    And who do you believe you may have
17   communicated with on Signal in September of 2024?
18              MS. SHAPIRO:  Objection.
19              THE WITNESS:  It would be a guess.  I
20   just don't know.
21   BY MS. HUDSON:
22         Q    Did you communicate with Mr. Wallace on
23   Signal in September of 2024?
24              MR. GLOVER:  Objection.  Form.
25              THE WITNESS:  I may have.
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1             UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
2        FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                      ---0O0---
4
5 BLAKE LIVELY,
6                Plaintiff,
7    vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                       25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

               Defendants.
10 ____________________________________________________

JENNIFER ABEL,
11             Third-party Plaintiff,

  vs.
12 JONESWORKS, LLC,

            Third-party Defendant.
13 ____________________________________________________

WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14             Consolidated Plaintiffs,

  vs.
15 BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

            Consolidated Defendants.
16 ____________________________________________________
17                   **CONFIDENTIAL**
18
19     VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF MELISSA NATHAN
20               Los Angeles, California
21              Monday, September 29, 2025
22
23 Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1 me strike that and try to be clear.
2            When you said you understood that you
3 were required to preserve everything related to this
4 matter, Ms. Lively had allegations other than sexual
5 harassment allegations, correct?
6       A    Whatever was in here, I knew I was meant
7 to preserve it, and I did that.
8       Q    Okay.  And you knew that those
9 preservation requirements extended to text messages

10 and social media accounts and emails, right?
11       A    From the 20th of December, I knew that,
12 yes.
13       Q    And including messages sent through
14 WhatsApp or Signal or other ephemeral messaging
15 platforms?
16       A    I did.
17       Q    Okay.  And did you preserve all of your
18 messages after this point in time?
19       A    I did.
20       Q    You -- you have a messaging app on your
21 phone.  Do you have any auto delete functions
22 enabled, so far as you know, on your text messages
23 on your phone?  Your regular messaging app, not
24 Signal or WhatsApp or any other?
25       A    During what time period?  In general?  Or
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2          FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
3                        ---0O0---
4
5   BLAKE LIVELY,
6                  Plaintiff,
7      vs.        CASE NO. 24-CV-10049-LJL (LEAD CASE)

                         25-CV-449 (LJL) (MEMBER CASE)
8

  WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, ET AL.
9

                 Defendants.
10   ____________________________________________________

  JENNIFER ABEL,
11               Third-party Plaintiff,

    vs.
12   JONESWORKS, LLC,

              Third-party Defendant.
13   ____________________________________________________

  WAYFARER STUDIOS LLC, et al.
14               Consolidated Plaintiffs,

    vs.
15   BLAKE LIVELY, et al.

              Consolidated Defendants.
16   ____________________________________________________
17                     **CONFIDENTIAL**
18
19         VIDEO-RECORDED DEPOSITION OF JAMEY HEATH
20                 Los Angeles, California
21                Wednesday, October 8, 2025
22
23   Stenographically Reported by:  Ashley Soevyn,

  CALIFORNIA CSR No. 12019
24
25
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1         Q    Have you taken any steps to learn if
2   Wayfarer has any policies, practices, or procedures
3   regarding document retention or deletion?
4              MS. SHAPIRO:  Objection.  Just to be
5   clear again, he's not here as a 30(b)(6) witness.
6              THE WITNESS:  I have not taken any
7   particular steps as a company to make sure that
8   our -- there is some sort of policy.  But Wayfarer
9   is -- is aware to not delete anything.

10   BY MS. HUDSON:
11         Q    And how would you know?  How is Wayfarer
12   aware not to delete anything?
13              MS. SHAPIRO:  Objection.
14              THE WITNESS:  Once we received the CRD
15   complaint, sometime at that point we were made
16   aware, and that was communicated.
17   BY MS. HUDSON:
18         Q    So you -- you weren't aware of any
19   obligations to preserve or not delete documents
20   until you received the CRD complaint?
21              MS. SHAPIRO:  Objection.
22              THE WITNESS:  Was not aware.
23   BY MS. HUDSON:
24         Q    So did you make any effort to preserve or
25   not delete documents prior to receiving the CRD
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1   complaint?
2              MS. SHAPIRO:  Objection.
3              THE WITNESS:  Other than what I said,
4   that there was no reason or auto delete happening,
5   there was no particular effort to go outside the
6   normal scope.
7   BY MS. HUDSON:
8         Q    And you said that you received
9   instructions to preserve documents after Ms. Lively

10   filed her CRD complaint?
11              MS. SHAPIRO:  Objection.
12              THE WITNESS:  I don't know if it was the
13   CRD complaint or the lawsuit.  I don't recall, but
14   during that period we learned that there was -- or
15   maybe it was a -- maybe it was a notice from
16   Mr. Gottlieb.  Sometime in that frame we were made
17   aware.  I don't recall where it came from.
18   BY MS. HUDSON:
19         Q    Are you talking about the cease and
20   desist letter that we sent?
21         A    It may have been that.  I don't recall
22   exactly.  It was just in that time frame.
23         Q    And did you take some steps to preserve
24   documents once you received the cease and desist
25   letter?
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1         A    Yes.
2         Q    What steps did you take?
3         A    Made sure that personally, if there was
4   anything that was said to disappear or delete, that
5   they were not.  Told Wayfarer parties to not delete
6   anything, that in case they otherwise might.  I
7   can't recall at the moment, but I think those were
8   the general steps.
9         Q    Okay.  And did you have any personal

10   devices that were set for automatic deletion at that
11   time?
12              MS. SHAPIRO:  Objection.
13              THE WITNESS:  There may have been some
14   threads that were on Signal.  So I just reviewed
15   them and made sure that they were not on
16   disappearing mode.
17   BY MS. HUDSON:
18         Q    So what was -- what was there between
19   August and December 2024, you ensured it was not on
20   auto disappearing mode?
21              MS. SHAPIRO:  Objection.
22              THE WITNESS:  I don't understand the
23   question.
24   BY MS. HUDSON:
25         Q    Well, you said that you had some
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1   communications between August and December of 2024,
2   correct?
3         A    Yes.
4         Q    And when you got the cease and desist
5   letter, you looked at the threads to make sure that
6   they were not on automatic disappearing mode,
7   correct?
8         A    Correct.
9         Q    So at the time that you did that, those

10   threads existed, correct?
11         A    Correct.  I imagine so.
12         Q    And they should still be there then,
13   right?
14         A    I believe they would be.
15         Q    And were any of those threads related in
16   any way to Ms. Lively, Mr. Reynolds, or any of the
17   issues in this litigation?
18              MS. SHAPIRO:  Objection.  Form.
19              THE WITNESS:  I didn't pay attention to
20   the content.  I just made sure that whatever thread
21   there was, was -- was not -- there is no nothing in
22   there that would auto delete or auto disappear.
23   BY MS. HUDSON:
24         Q    And that's for all your Signal
25   communications?
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